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REPORT.

The retiring Council now complete their official duties

by rendering their Eeport of the proceedings and progress of

the Academy for the year just elapsed. Like those of so

many previous Councils, the present Eeport will be found

to embody the materials on which they feel the Academy

may be congratulated on another year of marked prosperity,

and on the still brightening prospects for Art in Scotland.

They lament that, like the last Council, it will be their

mournful duty to record the death of two Scottish artists of

great professional celebrity and private worth, and both inti-

mately connected with the Academy throughout its history,

namely, of David Eoberts, E.A., in November last, and of

Alexander Fraser, A.E.S.A., in April.

I. The Thirty-ninth Annual Exhibition by the Academy The Exhibition

of the Works of living Artists was opened on Saturday the

11th February last, and was closed on the 6th of May fol-

lowing. The works of Art exhibited were nine hundred

and eight in number, of which eiglit hundred and sixty-

one were pictures, and forty- six works in Sculpture. Tlie

staple of the collection, like that of the Academy Exhibi-

tions generally, was composed of works executed by resi-

dent Scottish Artists, with a few valuable contributions

by Scotchmen resident in London, and by English and

Continental artists. Although, as a rule, it would be invi-

dious to particularize the productions which go to form the

chief points in a modern Exhibition, tlie Council would be
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wanting in the discharge of a duty, the performance of

which they believe will prove a gratification to the Academy,

did they omit to mention the presence of two contributions

by their eminent countrymen and Honorary Members, now

liolding high places in British Art, namely, the notable work

of John Phillip, K.A., called “ La Gloria—a Spanish Wake

and the charming picture by Thomas Faed, RA, of Baith

Faither and Mither.”t As a bye-law of the Academy limits

the appearance at the Annual Exhibition of works of deceased

members to within a year after their decease, the Council, on

this occasion, felt it due to the memory of their late eminent

President, Sir John Watson Gordon, RA, and to their dis-

tinguished Honorary Members, Mblliam Hyce, RA., and

David Eoberts, RA, to endeavour to secure the presence of

certain of the works of those eminent Scotchmen, a duty

wdiich, by the kind co-operation of relatives and friends of

the deceased, they were enabled to in some measure realize,

each being represented by worthy examples of his Art.J

The Exhibition was generally admitted to be one of the

best ever opened in Scotland,—one in which the members of

the Academy well discharged one of their chiefest public

duties, while a number of the aspirants for its honours

gave strong evidence of their worthiness to enjoy them. A
remarkable degree of popularity was the result

;
the attend-

ance of visitors being considerably in excess of that of some

previous years, and the sales of works in the Galleries

exceeding £5000. The continued prosperity of the Evening

Exhibition, at reduced rates of admission, so as to extend

the civilizing and ameliorating influences of Art to those

classes until of late debarred from their enjoyment, the

Council have peculiar pleasure in reporting.

The property of John Pender, Esq., M.P.

t The property of W. Leaf, Esq.

I These works were supplied hy the Royal College of Physicians, through

its President, Dr. Burt
;
by G. H. Watson, Esq.

;
John Pender, Esq.

;
J. Brand,

Esq.
;
Miss Brand; J. Tennant Caird, Esq.

;
James Ballantyne, Esq.
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The Exhibition was preceded by what may now be called The Aeademy
Opening Dnine

the Annual Academy Dinner, at which their recently elected

President and his Council had the honour of entertaining as

their guests, the Eight Honourable the Lord Proyost; Her

Majesty’s Solicitor-General for Scotland
;
the learned Prin-

cipal and seyeral of the Professors of the Edinburgh Uniyer-

sity, the Presidents of the Eoyal Colleges of Physicians and

Surgeons
;
distinguished representatiyes of the Bar, of the

Church, and of the Medical Faculty, of the Board of Manu-

factures, of Literature, of citizens distinguished for zeal and

liberality in the promotion of Art, and by a large attendance

of the Professors, Academicians, and Associates of the body.

The new, and until then unexhibited, ymrks of art congre-

gated on the walls of the dining-hall gaye to this reunion

its material distinctiyeness
;
and the presence of so many emi-

nent personages met to do honour to those works and their

authors, supplied its moral and intellectual significance. The

meeting was eminently satisfactory, and was calculated, there

is no doubt, to adyance the cause of the Academy and Art.

On the eyening of the 1 0th of March, the anniyersary of the The Evening

marriage of the Prince and Princess of Wales, the President

and Council held a full-dress reception at the Galleries,

when, by the courteous permission of the Honourable the

Board of Manufactures, the National Gallery was opened en

suite with the rooms of the Academy. About two thou -

sand guests formed the assemblage, which passed off most

agreeably. The Council embraced this opportunity of pay-

ing a parting tribute to departed genius and worth, by placing-

in prominent positions in the Galleries the busts and por-

traits of Sir John Watson Gordon, Mr. Dyce, and Mr.

Eoberts, an arrangement which gaye a deeper impressiye-

ness to a brilliant and successful meeting.

II. The Council consider it a duty and priyilege to lay

before the Academy the following letter, addressed to the

President by command of Her Majesty the Queen :

—



8

Her Majesty
appoints the
President one of
the Committee of
Advice for the
Scottish Memo-
rial to H.R.H. the
Prince Consort.

The Queen selects

Mr. Steell's

Dersign.

The President
ap]iointed a Com-
missioner of the

Board of

Manufactures.

Letter from Colonel the Honourable Sir C. B. Phipps

to George Harvey, Esq., President, K.S.A.

“Windsor Castle, IQth December 1864.

“ Sm,—Upon the formation of a Committee of advice who were

to assist the Queen in coming to a decision as to the site and nature

of the Scottish Memorial to the Prince Consort, a decision which

Her Majesty had been requested by the Committee to make, I wm
commanded by Her Majesty to write to the then President of the

Royal Scottish Academy of Arts, to request that he would serve upon

the Committee, and give the members the advantage of his valuable

assistance.

“ The lamented death of Sir John Watson Gordon has created

a vacancy in the Committee, and I have received the commands of

Her Majesty to ask you to allow yourself to be appointed in suc-

cession to the late President.

“ Her Majesty considers it very important, that in the delibera-

tions upon questions of taste, the Committee should have the ad-

vantage of having the opinion of the Chief Officer of the Royal

Academy.—I have the honour to be. Sir, your most obedient

servant,

“ C. B. Phipps.”

The President accepted the onerous and difficult duty

conferred on him by the commands of the Sovereign

;

attending every meeting of the Committee, and giving his

best consideration and advice on all points brought before

them.

From the numerous designs sent in for competition and

publicly exhibited, six were set apart by the Committee of

advice, and transmitted for Her Majesty’s selection. It is

honourable to the Academy that four of these designs were

by members of the Body, and that one of them, by Mr. John

Steell, R.S.A., Her Majesty’s Sculptor for Scotland, was se-

lected by Her Majesty.

III. On the 17th November 1864, Her Majesty was

also pleased, by Royal Warrant, to appoint Mr. Harvey,
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P.RS.A., one of the Honourable the Commissioners of

the Board of Manufactures in Scotland, in room of Sir

John Watson Gordon, deceased. As the management of

the Scottish Rational Gallery, of the Government School of

Art in Edinburgh, and the conservation of the Public Build-

ings accommodating both of those important establishments

and the Ptoyal Scottish Academy, is committed to the

Honourable Board, this appointment of the President, along

with the two other members of the Academy formerly

appointed, is favourable, and is meant to be so, to the

liarmonious and effective working of those national esta-

blishments for the promotion of Art in Scotland.

IV. On the 10th of February last, the Academy, at a

general meeting, proceeded to fill up the vacancy in the roll

of Academicians caused by the death of Sir John Watson

Gordon, E.A.
;
and the various formalities prescribed by the

Charter having been gone through, the choice of the Aca-

demy fell on Waller Hugh Paton, who was thereupon

declared duly elected as an Academician of the Body. His

election, and the decease of Alexander Fraser, A.E.S.A.,

cause two vacancies on the roll of Associates, which the

members are called on to fill up at the present meeting, from

the list of twenty-five candidates for that degree.*

V. The following Works of Art have, during tlie year,

been added to the Academy’s permanent Collection and

Library :

—

1. Drawing or Cartoon for a picture called “The Bathers,”

by the late William Mulready, E.A. This remarkable,

masterly, and valuable drawing was presented, through Dr.

John Brown, to the Academy, by John Heugh, Esq. of

Firhill, Alderly Edge, near Manchester, a gentleman dis-

tinguished for the possession of modern works of a high

* The candidates elected to the degree of Associate on this occasion

were Mr. Keeley Halswelle and Mr. Thomas Clark.

A 2

Mr. Waller H.
Paton elected an
Academician.

Two Associates
to be elected.

Additions to the
Art Collections
and Library.

John Heugh,
Esq.

,
presents a

valuable Cartoon
by W. Mulready,
R.A.
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Thanks voted to

Mr. Heugh.

Purchase of Mr.
R. S. Lauder’s
copy of Titian’s

“Presentation of
tlie Virgin.”

character. Mr. Heugh, in his letter to Dr. Brown, expresses

a hope that its pure, tender, quiet, truthful work will find

apt pupils in the Academy.”

The Council accepted this Drawing, the material value

of which they have reason to believe is about £500, and in

very cordial terms communicated the thanks of the Academy

to Mr. Heugh. The Drawing was at once added to the

Academy’s Collection in the National Gallery, where it now

occupies a central position.

2. Copy in Oil, by E. S. Lauder, E.S.A., of Titian’s cele-

brated picture of “The Presentation of the Yirgin.” This

copy—an earnest, careful, and learned study of composition

and colour by Mr. Lauder when pursuing his professional

education in Venice—the Council considered themselves

fortunate in securing by purchase. It is deposited in the

Library, and cannot but prove useful to artists and students

as a reference in those high artistic qualities for which the

original and the copy are remarkable.

3. Drawing in Water Colours, “A View on the Thames,”

by David Eoberts, E.A., purchased by the Council.

4. “Lamlash Bay,” in Arran, the Diploma Picture of

Waller H. Paton, E.S.A., presented by the artist in terms of

his election as an Academician.

5. “ Study of a Man’s Head,” by the late Alex. Middleton.

This careful specimen of the work of an alumnus of the

Edinburgh school, a young artist of much promise, who

lately died at an early age, was presented by Patrick Allan

Fraser, Esq. of Hospitalfield, Arbroath.

6. Portrait of W. B. Johnstone, E.S.A., the Academy’s ex-

cellent Treasurer, and Principal Curator of the Scottish

national Gallery. This masterly work was recently x)ainted

in Edinburgh expressly for the Academy’s artistic por-

trait collection, by John Phillip, E.A., LT.ES.A., by whom
it is now presented to the Academy in the following

terms :

—
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“ To the President and Council

of the Eoj'al Scottish Academy.

“
1

,
South Villas, Kensington, ^tli Nov. 1865 .

“ Gentlemen,

—

I beg to offer for your acceptance a Portrait of Mr. Phiiiip, k.a.,
paints and i»re-

my friend W. B. Johnstone, yonr respected Treasurer, painted dur- sents a Portrait

of the Treasurer.

ing my recent visit to Edinburgh.

By granting to it a place amongst the worthies of your Society,

you will confer upon me a great favour.

—

I am. Gentlemen, your

most obliged servant,

(Signed) “ John Phillip.”

The President and Council, in name of the Academy, have Thanks voted to

\ ^

Mr. Phillip.

not failed to accept, with grateful thanks, of Mr. Phillip’s

most valuable gift, and to give it an honoured place in the

collection for which it was painted. ^

7. Plaster Casts of the Busts of I^orthcote the painter and

Nollekens the sculptor. Presented by Dr. Hodgson, London.

8. Exemplaire de I’ouvrage Compte-Eendu de la Commis-

sion Imperiale Archeologicpie, pour I’annee 1863. Pre-

sented by order of the President of the Archseological

Imperial Commission of St. Petersburg, Comte Serge Strog-

noff, through its Secretary, A. M. W. Tiesenhausen.
“f*

9. Two copies of an elaborate work on “ The Camel
;

its

Anatomy, Proportions, and Paces,” containing ninety-

six plates, folio, by Mr. Elijah Walton. This work— a most

valuable contribution to the anatomical and artistic know-

ledge of the camel—was presented by the author.
"I”

VI. The Librarian reports that during the year there have idiu-ary

been added to the Library between thirty and forty volumes,

among which may be mentioned :—Modes et Costumes His-

The Academicians, at their General Meeting on the 8th November,

unanimously agreed to vote, in addition to the thanks by the President

and Council, the cordial thanks of the A cademy, as a body, to Mr. Phillip

for his admirable work.

t The thanks of the President and Council have been accorded to Mr.

Allan Fraser, to the Imperial Archaeological Commission of St. Peters-

l)urg, and to Mr. Walton, for their interesting gifts.
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toriqiie, par Pauqiiet Freres
;

Crowe and Cavalcasselle’s

History of Painting; Jamesons Legends of the Madonna;

Libraries and Founders of Libraries, by Edwards
;
The Archi-

tectural Antiquities of St. Stephens, Westminster, by Mac-

kenzie
;
David Scott’s Select ^Vorks

;
Tuscan Sculptors, by

Perkins
;

Life of Sir Joshua Eeynolds
;
Wedgewood’s life

;

Grimm’s Life of Michael Angelo
;
Fergusson’s Modern Styles

of Architecture
;
Boutelle’s Heraldry.

Library opened to The Council have added a new feature in the management
the Students. °

and uses of the Library, by granting permission to the

students attending the Life School to consult the books on

the Thursday evenings, between the hours of seven and nine

o’clock, during those months the class is open. On these

evenings the Librarian gives his attendance. The Council,

in making this experiment, believe it will be found a useful

adjunct to the other opportunities of improvement afforded

to their students.

The Council are in the hope that a larger sum may now

be devoted from the Funds, in making more numerous and

important additions to the Library.

Life Academy. VII. The following is the Eeport of the Visitors of tlie

Life School :

—

Report of the “ The Visitors of the Life School are happy to be able to report

the continued general satisfactoriness of the class which has met

under their charge during the past Session. The attendance through-

out has been good and regular, the books showing a nightly average

of 11|-, being a slightly further increase on the exceptionally high

average of the previous year
;
whilst the earnestness and industry

with which the students carried on their work were very gratifying.

The Council have an opportunity of judging of the results of the

students’ ability and attention in the Drawings and Paintings now

submitted to their inspection.”

The Council have the satisfaction to state that the studies

of the Figure drawn and painted in oil during last session,

and now being exhibited to the members of the Academy
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in the Council Eoom, more than hear out the Eeport of the

Visitors, whose devoted attention to the business of the

class merits the highest commendation of the Academy.

The Council, after a careful examination of these studies,

proceeded to award the Prizes
;

and, premising that the

drawings by Mr. William Small, which met with high com-

mendation, were set aside in the competition, he having

carried the first prizes in the same class for the last two

sessions, the prize list stands as follows :

—

To Mr. John Dun, for a Drawing of the Figure, the Keith Prize, Seven Guineas.

To Mr. Alexander Stewart, do., Second Prize, Four Guineas.

To Mr. Egbert Gibb, do.. Third Prize, Three Guineas.

To Mr. E. H. Simpson, for best Oil Study of do., Fourth Prize, Three Guineas.

To Mr. Egbert Sanderson, for exercises in the Anatomical

Drawing of the Figure, a Prize given by the Secretary, . Three Guineas.

VIII. In the last Annual Eeport, the Council detailed the

particulars of an Endowment by Katherine Lady Stuart of

Allanbank, of £400, in the hands of the Trustees of the

Academy, to be called the Stuaet Peize Fund, the annual

interest of which was to be awarded in premiums for the

best designs sent, in terms of the published conditions, by

Students of Art in the Schools of the Academy or Board of

Manufactures.

Accordingly, on 31st October last, the day limited for

tlie sending in of competing designs, seven works were re-

ceived in competition for the Prize, six of these being by

Students of the Academy, and one by a Student of the school

of the Honourable the Board of Manufactures, in regard to

which the Council, after careful and rej^eated consideration,

came to the following resolution :—The First Prize of £20

they adjudged to Mr. William Small, for his pen-and-ink

Drawing of '' The Wrestling Match between Mondamin and

Hiawatha” {yide Longfellow’s Hiawatha). The Council

had offered a Prize of £10 for the second best design, but

the work of no other of the competitors appeared to them of

such merit as fairly to claim its being awarded entire
;
and

Adjudgment of

the Prizes.

The First

Stuart Prize
Competition.
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as the terms of competition provided for the withholding or

modifying the awards, the Council resolved that the sum of

£10, set apart for the second prize, along with £5 added from

the Academy’s funds, should he divided into equal portions

of £5, and adjudged to the following Students, whose works

were certainly wortliy of some such recognition : viz,, to Mr.

A. C. Beattie, for his crayon drawing of the “Prisoner of

Chillon to Mr. A. D. Longmuir, for his crayon drawing of

“ Mozart’s Friends Singing his last Eequiem and to Mr.

W. D. Stevenson for his alto-relievo of “The Path of Life.”

The Council had no hesitation in unanimously assigning

to Mr. Small the first place in the above Prize-list. His

design very adequately illustrates the scene, and is ad-

mirable in spirit, and masterly in style of execution. They

consider it proper, however, to state that it is not free

from certain inaccuracies in drawing, which necessarily

impair its excellence, a matter of the highest import-

ance, to which they trust the student will give his best

attention. With reference to Mr. Beattie’s “Prisoner of

Chillon,” they would record their approval of the care with

which the form has been studied and rendered. The chief

shortcoming of the work is, that it partakes more of the

character of an Academy study than of such works of varied

composition as were specially contemplated in the bestowal

of the Stuart Prize. Mr. Longmuir’s drawing errs in an

opposite direction
;
for whilst it exhibits considerable feeling

for composition, chiaroscuro, and dramatic effect, it is seri-

ously deficient in the quality of finish, and of that exact de-

lineation of parts, without which the attainment of a high

position in art is impossible. The relievo by IMr. Stevenson

is deserving of praise for its care, and for the success with

which many parts of it are executed
;
other portions, how-

ever, are less satisfactory, manifesting, by the tendency to

incorrectness of form and proportion, the necessity for a better

acquaintance with the structure of the human figure.
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The Council would further express the hope that this Prize,

established for the encouragement of the higher class of

Design among Art Students, may be successful in eliciting a

still greater amount of competition and of ability than in

this the first year of its foundation. Its object is one of

which it is difficult to over-estimate the importance
;
know-

ledge of form and expression, of arrangement of parts, and of

a sound and learned style of composition generally, consti-

tuting the surest basis of individual progress, as it certainly

is essential to the intellectual and enduring reputation of the

Arts of any country. Inducements to cultivate this lofty

walk in the profession are comparatively rare, and the

Council would entertain the sanguine hope that the liberal

founder of the Stuart Prize may yet find her disinterested

effort to be productive in no small degree of the valuable

end she had in view.

IX. The Council have had under earnest consideration Anatomical
Professorship

.

the subject of instituting, or causing to be instituted, in the

Academy, a Professorship of Pictorial Anatomy, a chair

which, taken in connexion with the studies of the Antique

and Life Academies, they consider necessary as a basis of

artistic culture for the future Scottish school of historic and

poetic Art. They are as yet unable to report definitely

on the matter, but trust the succeeding Council will not

lose sight of what is so paramount for the future wellbeing

of the higher Arts of Design in Scotland.

X. The last Eeport of the Council had scarcely been issued,

when the Academy and the public were startled by the

intelligence of the sudden death of David Ptoberts, Esq., E.A.

while yet in the zenith of his fame and popularity,—the sad

event having taken place on the 25th of Xovember last. On
the first meeting of the Council held thereafter, they resolved

to record on their Minutes an expression of their profound
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sorrow for the loss to Art and to his country of so warm a

friend and so distinguished an Artist, directing that a letter

of sympathy with his family should he sent to Mr. Henry

Bicknell, the son-in-law of the deceased, by the Secretary.

The following is a copy :

—

Letter from the Seceetaey to Heney Bicknell, Esq.

“ Royal Scottish Academy, Edinburgh,
“ IQth January 1865.

“ My deae Sik,—

I

t is my sad duty officially to communicate to

you, and through you to Mrs. Bicknell and the other members of

your family, that the President and Council of the Royal Scottish

Academy, at their first meeting after the public announcement of

the sudden death of their beloved and esteemed friend, your emi-

nent relative, David Roberts, Esq., R.A., before proceeding to the

business for which the meeting had been summoned, directed that

the mournful event should be recorded on their Minutes, with an

expression of their profound grief for the loss of so eminent an

Artist, whose reputation was more than European, whose connexion

with Scotland was not less from affection than birth, and whose

intimate relationship with the Royal Academy of this, his native

land, was less expressed by his Honorary Membership, than his very

numerous and valuable co-operative labours for its honour and pro-

sperity.

“ The President and Council, leaving it to their constituents, at a

General Meeting, to give, if they shall consider that necessary, a

fuller expression to their high estimate of their honoured friend’s

character and labours, in the meantime directed me to convey to

you, Mrs. Bicknell, and your family, a heartfelt and respectful

assurance of their keen sympathy with you all in your bereavement.

“ I most fervently join in the feelings of the President and Council,

which I express so inadequately, and wish you, Mrs. Bicknell, and

the family all the comfort which the abiding memory of the admir-

able character and works of the departed is fitted to communicate.

—I remain, my dear Sir, yours very faithfully,

“ D. 0. Hill, Secretary.

“ To Henry Bicknell, Esq., London.”

The professional labours of Mr. Roberts, and liis eniinence
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ill the peculiar walks of Art which lie so adorned and made

Ills own, have so often been the themes of passages in the

Academy’s Eeports, and his works are so widely known for

their masterly and unique treatment, that the Council feel

it to be a work of supererogation minutely to descant on

them. His genius and enterprise in rendering familiar to

his countrymen the architecture and scenery of other lands,

before little visited, have been from the first warmly appre-

ciated by this Academy, and the artist’s fellow-citizens. In

1829 he received the Academy’s honorary Diploma. In 1842

he was entertained at a banquet given in his honour by the

citizens of Edinburgh, and presided over by Lord Cockburn.

In 1858 he received from the municipality the freedom of

this his native city, and along with his friend Clarkson Stan-

field, K.A., was the same day entertained at a banquet in the

Academy Library
;
the Academy also bestowed on him their

silver medal, hitherto given only to Academicians, and his

portrait was painted by his friend. Sir John Watson Gordon,

and presented for preservation in the Academy’s collection

of Artists’ portraits. All these complimentary manifesta-

tions from his native city and its Eoyal Academy he valued

highly. He presented to the collection of the Academy his

large picture of Eome, which he is known to have estimated as

one of his cliief performances. He had a warm admiration

for the romantic beauty of Edinburgh, taking a deep interest

in the preservation of its characteristic features, and in the

architectural structures yearly added to it. His exertions to

promote the interests of the Academy were spread over a

long period of his professional career
;
many of his most

favourite works having, from time to time, been exhibited

in their Galleries. It will be long before the places on the

walls of the London and Edinburgh Exhibitions, of his well-

known and always welcome pictures, are supplied by others

of equal power and beauty, in the walk of Art in which he

was so pre- eminent
;
or that the memory of the kind and
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genial nature of their author is forgotten by his brethren in

Art. . ,

XI. The Council have also to pay a just tribute of respect

to the memory of a contemporary and friend of Mr. Koberts,

an early Member of the Academy, and like him a native of

Edinburgh, who had chosen London as the scene of his pro-

fessional labours. Though differing widely in their Art, and

in the material results from its exercise, the works of

Alexander Fraser for many years attracted a large degree of

attention and success, both in the London and Edinburgh

Exhibitions, his name standing high with the public as a

painter of popular themes, and with his brother artists as a

skilful colorist and dexterous manipulator. For some years

past, on the approach of age, the health of this veteran

painter, who in his vigour had been much employed by

Wilkie to assist in the execution of that great artist’s works,

gave way, till declining strength gradually and slowly ended

in his death at an advanced old age. Mr. Fraser was held

in much esteem by the profession, both for his ability and

uprightness of character. He was, in the year 1840, enter-

tained at a public dinner by a number of his friends and

admirers in Edinburgh, Professor Wilson presiding. He was

created an Honorary Member of the Academy in 1827, and

was elected an Associate in 1840, his non-residence in Scot-

land preventing his election as an Academician.

The Council, having now fulfilled their assigned duties,

surrender their trust into the hands of their constituents,

nothing doubting that the ability and enterprise which for

thirty-nine years has conducted the Academy in its course

of prosperity and usefulness, will still continue to lead it

onwards in the same path. Much has been accomplished in

realizing the aspirations of the early Academy
;
the Exhibi-

tions have been more than quadrupled in importance and
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success
;
the maxiniuni, required by the Charter, of the Pen-

sion Fund for behoof of aged members and \vidows, lias been

realized. A valuable collection of works of Art, which year

by year is increasing in importance, has been brought together

and devoted by the Academy to the public use
;
a carefully

selected Art Library is in process of formation
;
the School

of the Academy for the study of the Human Figure, the

basis of all Historic Art, has been admirably equipped, and is

open free to all properly-qualified students ;
several endow-

ments for prizes to students have been already made by

enlightened friends of Art
;
and in these days of the founding

of scholarships in our Universities, it is not too much to

hope that the Scholars in Art may benefit by like endow-

ments in this Academy
;
so that the education given, may

be accompanied by such encouragement as will impart new

energy to the students, and enable the more distinguished of

them to devote the necessary time and labour in thoroughly

fitting themselves for the execution of important works,

which the country is already enough ripened in the love and

knowledge of Art to estimate and reward. The Council there-

fore take their leave of office, full of hope for the future

;

—all previous experience prompting the belief, that a wise

and pui)lic-spirited administration of tlie Academy’s im-

proved resources will result in the elevation and extension

of Art among all classes of the people, the approbation of

the Sovereign, the Government, and the country
;
and in

the honour and higher prosperity of the Academy and its

members.

GEORGE HARVEY, Fresident.

Royal Academy,
Edinbukgh, 8^7i November 1865.
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